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Solar power brightens lives of kids .

Times NEws NETWORK

‘?z- jaylakshmi, from the same

at govt pnmary school in Shaikpet

& class, just “enjoying” light in

Hyderabad: With pending the classroomisabigdem
electricity bills of 36,000, the Seeing the pﬂ of the
government primary school school, leading

in Shaikpet was often seen re- player Fourth PartnerEnersy
eling in darkness. Projectors had agreed to install the solar

would remain unused, non-
working fans made classro-

panels under their Power@1
initiative.

oms a nightmare for students “Solar panels help cut
andteachersalikeandatripto costs of schools and other or-
the washroom meant hobb- ganisations. Here, we charge
lingaround in thedark. only %1 per unit just to meet

However, a 5 KW solar
plant installed in January
thisyear hasbrightened theli-
ves of everyone in this school
and there has been no looking
back since.

“There would be no power
for a month-and-a-half at a
stretch. The children could
notevenaccessbasicfacilities

the maintenance costs. The
money being saved can be ut-
ilised to meet other require-
ments,” says Smit Malkan,
project lead for Power@1.
The school’s solar power
unit is attached to a grid,
which means that the power
generated which is in excess
of the school’s requirements

" as the electricity bills were . | from one reelingin # can be exported. On days
not be paid on time. Our as- | darkness to a power when the sky is overcast or
semblies were being conduc- | surplus one which even at night, the school can
ted without microphones. We | js even capable of source power from the grid in
would have to shout ourselves exporting energy lieu for what it has given.
hoarse,” says school head- “We have gone from being
mistress Kezia Mani. a school without power to one

Manisaysthemovetoturn classes1toS5. visions and projectors. Saha- that produces surplus power
to solar energy is the best The children are visibly sara, a class 4 student, says: andexportsitforothers,”says
thing to happen for the school happy. The panels power their “Solar power has helped us the primary school’s proud
which has 600 students from computer labs, common tele- with our TV lessons”. For Vi- headmistress. s
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Thsscrmnewlllhelpussave
than 80 per cent in power
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Fourth Power Energy‘s Power@l1 programme is helping schools go
green and ward off big fat electricity bills, finds Seema Rajpal

Here comes the Sun!

A

What it does ;500 in the distributed solar sector,
This solar plant in  started Power@] where they. provide
the school in New  electricity for just ¥1 per unit. A one-time
Bhoigudawas  capital cost is paid by a corporate spon-
commissioned on  sor and from then on, even maintenance
August 6, 2018. 1t gnq is taken care of by Fourth Power
has pmn uppiing  Eorgy. “Corporate partners can utlise
r to run
lights, Csllmndslnnmm:andcummlbhand
mm&m ries can focus resources for their
05 activities. It's a win-win
solution for all stakeholders,”
says Smit Malkan, Power@l
Lead, Fourth Partner Energy.
To hear about the success o mmmmmmmus
stories of Gove —-— housel and main-
The of and Government Pri- ~—tenance of the school's premises, buying
wma mary School, New Bhoiguda, Secunder- new books for the library and procuring
Primar abad we got in touch with Pallavi Saxena, stationery and sporting equipment,” ex-
w“"” M“"‘“‘ Y Marketing and Communications, Fourth plains Pallavi. She also tells us how the
. “When our inhouse ~ REACHOUT  5chool had shut down its second floor
team interacted with the heads of the  fourthpartnerco because it was not able to pay the ad-
school.warea!lsedmatamrpaymgihl ditional electricity bill, but thanks to
electricity bill, they have almost nothing the Power@] scheme, they started mak-
left for things like sanitation work. In @ ing full use of their infrastructure. And
some instances, teachers have got bath- whatever is the excess, is pushed back to- -,
rooms cleaned by paying from their own SCAN the grid and they are credited for it. Their
pocket,” she explains. Today, the schools mﬁ."‘f‘ partner in this project is Maanaveeya De-
the plant and velopment and Finance, an Indian sub-

here are no two ways about the
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must be eating away more than

Power Energy, one of the largest com-

not only this, they use the plant as an ex-
ample to enlighten students about being
‘more eco-friendly — looks the objectives
of the company have been met.

The solar plant at the school in Shaik-
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This Hyderabad-based solar energy firm
is distributing electricity to schools for
just Re 1 a unit

n 1ed on August 6, 20
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Seema Rajpal
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There are no two ways about the fact that paying electricity
bills must be eating away more than half of the funding the
government schools receive. To mitigate this. the
Hyderabad-based Fourth Power Energy. one of the largest
companies in the distributed solar sector, started Power@al
where they provide electricity for just Re 1 per unit. A one-
time capital cost is paid by a corporate sponsor and from
then on, even maintenance and is taken care of

by Fourth Power Energy. "Corporate partners can utilise
CSR funds in a more sustainable and transparent manner
and beneficiaries can focus resources for their core
activities. It's a win-win solution for all stakeholders," says
Smit Malkan, Power@l Lead, Fourth Partner Energy.

The capacity of the solar plant at Government
Primary School, New Bhoiguda is 2 KkWp

To hear about the success stories of Government Primary
School, Shaikpet and Government Primary School, New
Bhoiguda, Secunderabad we got in touch with Pallavi
Saxena, Marketing and Communications, Fourth Partner
Energy. "When our in-house team interacted with the heads
of the school, we realised that after paying the electricity bill,
they have almost nothing left for things like sanitation work.
In some instances, teachers have got bathrooms clean by
paying from their own pocket,” she explains. Today, the
schools feel ownership to the plant and not only this, use the
plant as an example to enlighten students about being more
eco-friendly — looks like most of the objectives of the
company have been met.
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The solar plant at the school in Shaikpet was commissioned
on March 29, 2019 has generated nearly 1,800 kWh
electricity. "More importantly, by switching to solar power,
the school’s management will save around "35,000 annually
in electricity bills which they intend to towards better
housekeeping and maintenance of the school's premises,
buying new books for the library and procuring stationery
and sporting equipment," explains Pallavi. She also tells us
how the school had shut down its second floor because it
was not able to pay the additional electricity bill, but thanks
to the Power@]l scheme, they started making full use of their
infrastructure. And whatever is the excess, is pushed back to
the grid and they are credited for it. Their partner in this
project is Maanaveeya Development and Finance, an Indian
subsidiary of OikoCredit. "This solar plant has positively
impacted the lives of over 570 students studying across
classes I to V in this government school. The carbon offset
from this plant alone is around seven tonnes every year," she
informs. On the agenda are not just educational institutions,
they are also targeting low-income primary health care
centres and non-profits.

Here's what the heads had to say

Y Kezia Mani, Headmistres rovernment Primary School

Prabhakar Chowtapally, Headmaster, Government Primary
School, New Bhoiguda | | W
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Fourth Partner Energy is knee-deep into their
nationwide Power@1 initiative which generates
METROPLUS solar power for schools and hospitals as well as
stronger financial sustainability for these institutes

MORE-N

In a dark classroom at the Government Primary Schoel in Shaikpet, students all
have ear-to-ear grins, their cheeks rosy as they chime their answers to their
teacher’s questions. Why is there no light? It's been switched off to let the e-
classroom projection show up clearly in front of them. The ceiling fans cool the
kids down after their exhausting recess bur they're still attentive and are loving
the continuous power supply in a time when power cuts are dime a dozen.

Headmistress Y Kezia Mani says a solar plant was commissioned this March,
offering a non-stop supply at the school where days run from 8.30 am till 3.20
pm. Said solar plant was set-up by Secunderabad-based solar company Fourth
Parener Energy. Last year, they kicked off their Power@1 initiative which sees
low-income organisations — such as government schools, primary healcth
tentres and non-profics — directly addressing the bank-draining issue of pricey
electricity bills by providing them with solar electricity at just T1 perunit.
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Basically, the scheme comprises a one-time capital cost fora solar plantat the
benefidiary’s site, which is paid by the anonymous corporate sponsor; the
beneficiary pays just Z1 per unit of electricity consumed during the entirs
lifetime of the plant (reughly 25 years) — and Fourth Partner Energy undertakes
the maintenance to ensure maximum utilisation of the plant. However, the cost
for setting up the plant remains undisclosed.

Kezia explains that prior to the selar set-up, the scheol was paying around 8 or
29 per unit but now the difference in their funds can be directed towards vital
learning resources and maintenance of the premises. "Working with the
govermment to secure our regular funding was noteasy,” she says of the
continual red tape she’s had to deal with, “but the peace of mind with this set-
upisindsscribahle” She says when the plant was first set-up on their open
terrace, the students had many questions and she realised it bacame a
classroom in itself “They know the safety around such a set up and they also
know what the benefits are”

Pallavi Saxena of Fourth Partner
Energy’s marketing and
communications team adds, “The
solar plant has generated nearly
1,800 kwh electricity and helps
meet all the school's energy
requirements. More importantly
by switching to solar power, the
management will save around
335,000 annually in electricity
bills. This solar plant has
positively irmpacted the lives of
over 570 students studying across
classes Tto V. The carbon olfset
from this plant alone is around
seven tonnes, every vear. The team
comes to the solar set-up around
every 10 days to make sure
everything’s working seamlessly,”
adds Pallavi, “and it's a project
that’s safe and doesn’t disturb the
existing infrastructure of the
building.” The monthly power usages have significantly dropped; for the peak
summer heat in May the school observed 663 units while July had only 128
units.

As well as all the electrical components in the building (fans, sockets, e-
classrooms, Internet and mors), the solar plant also powers their Aquality water
treatment plant on the ground floor. The process comprises a raw water pump, a
filter,a micron filter, a high press pump among other components — no small
feat to keep this running, and Kezia says it's been useful during the drier
months.

Meanwhile, to the east

More recently and a little further away from home, Fourth Partner Energy has
set-up asolar plant at Patna’s Akhand Jvothi Eye Hospital which is the largest
eye hospital in Eastern India The hospizal performs around 50,000 sight
restoration surgeries every year, ultimately helping over 62,000 people.

According to Fourth Partner Energy, the commissioned 50 kwp plant will havea
monthly generation of 5,900 units, thus replacing around 23% of the total
consumption, essentially meeting 50% of the hospital’s energy requirements
not too shabby. The yearly cost-savings envisionad by the hospital by switching
to solar is estimated to be £8,00,000. To bring the bigger picture into foresight,
the project lifetime, Akhand Jyothi stands to save over 22 crore.




